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THE LOCAL HEALTH OFFICER IN NATIONAL DEFENSE.
One of the most conspicuous features of the recent Washington meetings

of the Association was the emphasis laid upon the necessity for cooperation
in war work on the part of the local health officer.

In introducing Mr. Hoover the chairman intimated that there were 15,000
officials in the United States, who could be of material service to the Food
Administration. Mr. Hoover's response was an appeal to the profession for
aid in educating the public regarding the problem of food conservation.

Again, the health officer is asked to assist in providing healthful conditions in
zones surrounding cantonments suppressing venereal disease, and by guarding the
health of munitions workers. In some instances he has manufactured sera and
vaccines for military use.

Finally we have the health of the civil population to consider. We hope to
have several million men on the battlefields of France. It will require a healthy
civilian nation to keep them supplied with the means of warfare. Consider,
for a moment, the disastrous effect of a typhoid epidemic in a city preparing
munitions, clothing, or food for our armies. The need for saving the babies is
now even more important than before the war.
Health appropriations should be increased, not diminished. But especially

let the local health officer earnestly study the health problems created by the
war and devise means to meet them.

VENEREAL DISEASE SYMPOSIUM TO APPEAR IN "SOCIAL
HYGIENE."

At the request of Major W. F. Snow, President of the American Social Hygiene
Association, the papers comprising the venereal disease symposium delivered at
the Washington meeting of the Public Health Administration Section on October
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